
  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

LINCOLN CHAFEE 
U.S. SENATOR 

RHODE ISLAND 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                   CONTACT: Stephen Hourahan 
Wednesday, December 1, 2004                                                           202 224-6167 
 

CHAFEE OFFICE ANNOUNCES $500,000 FOR 
PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC REDWOOD 

LIBRARY 
 
WASHINGTON, DC – The Office of U.S. Senator Lincoln Chafee was notified 
yesterday that the historic Redwood Library in Newport will be receiving a $500,000 
Challenge grant from the National Endowment of the Humanities for the ongoing 
preservation and protection of the historic landmark building and material culture 
collection.  Founded in 1747, Redwood is the oldest continuous lending library in the 
United States.   
 
Specifically, the funding will be used for the installation of climate control and fire 
protection systems, including updates to antiquated wiring and light fixtures.  
Additionally, bathrooms and elevators will be updated to become compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  This will contribute to the overall preservation 
and renovation of the library, reducing the risk of loss to Redwood and raising its profile 
to that of greater national significance.   
 
“For the last 257 years, the mission of Redwood Library has been to make knowledge 
and learning as lasting and as widespread as possible,” said Library Director Cheryl 
Helms. “With the help of the Rhode Island Delegation and the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, we hope to continue that mission for another 257 years,” she continued.    
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